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Envi r onnent

To learn fromthe forest — To teach, research and
act for the benefit of the forest

Not every environment is forest but an environment wthout forest is
somet hing we woul d not like to think of.

The exceptional ecological and econom cal inportance of forests for the
gl obal environment and the well-being of mankind is our incentive.

Forests cover one third of the earth’s terrestrial surface. They form part
of the nobst conplex and species-rich ecosystens of our planet. Forests are
in an exceptional way part of global cycles of matter and hydro-climatic
systens. The anmount of carbon stored in biomass, dead wood, litter and soi
of forests exceeds the percentage of carbon in the atnosphere by about 50
per cent. The loss of forests of currently 13 billion hectares per year -
half of them beforehand wuntouched prineval forests — contributes
considerably to a change in the living conditions on our planet?

In many regions of the world forests and their living organisnms are
increasingly affected by synergetic environmental disturbances, e.g. air
pollution or habitat fragnentation. Forest ecosystens are connected in
multiple ways with other types of ecosystens, through exchange of matter
and other biotic factors. Degradation and |oss of forest ecosystens brings
about serious changes in the functionality of the global ecosystem
Measures to preserve forest do not only foster climate protection to a
consi derabl e amount, but also conserve biodiversity and other essentia
ecosystem functi ons2,

We teach, research and act with the background of our experience in forest
ecosyst ens.

Qur work has its roots in the long tradition of Forest-Sciences in
Eberswal de. W owe inportant ideas and nethods of sustainable, nature-
orientated forestry, based on the natural conditions of a site, to our
predecessors. W actively engage in the future devel opnent and
i mpl enentati on of innovative concepts for a holistic ecosystem nanagenent
that includes the cultivation of forests.

1QJantitative Angaben nach dem G obal Forest Resources Assessnent 2005 der FAO
(http://ww. fao.org/forestry/site/fra2005/en/)

2 “Forest-related mti gation activities can considerably reduce enissions from sources and
increase CO2 renoval s by sinks at |ow costs, and can be designed to create synergies with
adaptati on and sust ai nabl e devel opnent (high agreenment, much evidence)”. |PCC Fourth
Assessnment Report, Working Group Il1l. Summary for Policynekers. May 5 2007.



To learn fromthe forest stands for a holistic-conplex, system c and | ong-
termorientated thinking.

Qur nost inportant task is the education of experts trained for problem
solving and having practical experience, who deal with the environnent and
natural resources under the aspect of it being an interference with very
conpl ex systens. Thereby hunmans as part of these systens have to be in the
centre of attention of any strategy.

W allow for the fact that an effective and sustai nable managenent of the
environnent and ecosystens does not only require know edge about the
scientific and technical fundanmentals but also about the socio-economc,
judicial and political franmework and that especially those are of great
i mportance. Holistic and open thinking, as well as trans- and
interdisciplinary acting is essenti al

To act for the benefit of a forest stands for taking over responsibility
for a long-living ecosystem the life cycle of which goes beyond the
hori zon of a single human life.

An inportant aspect of nodern forestry is the approach that econonic and
soci al sustainability in natural resource managenent is only to be achieved
when ecol ogical sustainability is maintained. The aimis to ensure |ong-
term functionality of ecosystens and preserve their nultiple products and
functions for future generations. The gl obal environmental change herein is
an additional and central challenge. The rapid change of site conditions
overstrains the ability for adaptation of nmany forest ecosystens.

Qur aimis to contribute to the solution of inportant societal problens and
a true sustainabl e devel opnment.

Accordingly we carry out applied research. The results can be applied
directly and are i ncor por at ed into our t eachi ng. W al l ocate
nmul tifunctional and practical educated experts to the |abour narket. W
| ook for the best possible working abilities of our graduates. Apart from
imparting technical, nethodical and social conpetences we therefore also
try to introduce the students to the different relevant segnents of the
national and international |abour market.



